The swordtip squid, Uroteuthis edulis (hoyle, 1885) , is a large-sized loliginid squid that inhabits the continental shelf of northern australia, the philippine islands, the northern south china sea and central Japan in the western pacific (Jereb and roper 2010) . currently, the species is exploited mainly by taiwan, the people's republic of china, and Japan in the south china sea, the east china sea, and the southwestern coast of the sea of Japan (song et al. 2008, wang et al. 2010, yoda 2011) . however, the most abundant stock of the swordtip squid is in the southern east china sea (25°n-30°n), which is rich in prey organisms due to the freshwater discharge from the changjiang river and the cold dome of subsurface Kuroshio water (Gong et al. 2003) .
over the past 50 yrs, the swordtip squid has supported an important commercial fishery in taiwan, promoting the utilization of torch-light, trawler, and pole-andline boats during april and october each year. with the growing scale of fishing boats and the advancements in fishing equipment, the squid fishing grounds have been extended from inshore to >200 nmi. from the late 1950s to 1993, annual landings were <6000 t, but they reached 8000-21,000 t between 1994 and 2005. however, in 2011 landings were <3000 t (taiwan fishery yearbook, 1959-2011) . The annual catches in taiwan have decreased in recent years, likely due to an increase in the number of fishing boats from mainland china, which have operated in the southern east china sea since 2003 (shen et al. 2008 ).
